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Approximately 70 species of Begonia L. are found in Yunnan Province, representing about 60% of the total number found in China and 6 of the 18 Asiatic sections (Doorenbos et al., 1998) . Begonia silletensis, a species previously considered restricted to northeastern India, was discovered in the Xishuangbanna region of Yunnan Province in 1977 during a Kunming Botanic Garden expedition and introduced into cultivation. Examination of the Begoniaceae collections of the Kunming Botanic Garden Herbarium has revealed additional material collected from the same region by an earlier SinoSoviet expedition in 1957. As these disjunct Chinese populations of B. silletensis differ from the northeast Indian populations by having larger leaves and unequally ridged fruit, the Chinese populations are recognized here as a new subspecies. Before we can compare the new subspecies with the typical B. silletensis, the description of B. silletensis requires emending.
De Candolle (1864) originally described Begonia silletensis as a species of the genus Casparya. The original circumscription of Casparya silletensis A. DC. does not match its type (Wallich 9107) . De Candolle (1864) described C. silletensis as having velutinous petioles, peduncles, outer surfaces of the male perianth segments, and ovaries and hispidulous leaf blades. However, the type collection that he cited along with the description is glabrous throughout. Apart from this discrepancy, De Candolle's description of C. silletensis matches the type collection. We therefore suggest that De Candolle based his species on the Wallich 9107 collection and additional material of a different taxon. As no additional material is cited in his description of C. silletensis, the identity of this additional material is not certain. However, it is likely to have been B. aborensis S. T. Dunn, as this species is covered with velvety hairs and is closely related to B. silletensis. Begonia aborensis was not recognized as a distinct species until 1920. In 1879, Clarke synonymized the genus Casparya with the genus Begonia and arbitrarily changed the spelling of the epithet "silletensis" to "silhetensis." Clarke (1879) certainly did include material of both B. silletensis and B. aborensis in his description of B. silhetensis. His circumscription of Begonia silhetensis ( = B. silletensis) is based on Wallich 9107 and two other collections, Griffith 2569 and Wallich 3677B. Our research shows that Griffith 2569 and Wallich 3677B are conspecific with Burkill's collections from the Abor Hills of northeastern India upon which Dunn (1920) based his Begonia aborensis. Clarke, in fact, suspected that his description was based on material of more than one species as he stated: "Griffith's No. 2569 (with which Wallich's No. 3677B agrees), differs considerably in hairiness and in size of the flower from Wallich's No. 9107 on which A.DC. founded his Casparya? silhetensis: two species are possibly here mixed, but the material is not sufficient to justify a new species" (Clarke, 1879: 636) . The circumscription of Begonia silletensis is emended here so as to accurately describe the type (Wallich 9107) Dioecious perennial herbs. Stems prostrate, ca. 1 cm diam., internodes 1-2 cm, glabrous. Stipules persistent, lanceolate, 1.4-2.1 x ca. 0.4 cm, apex acute, margin entire, both surfaces glabrous. Leaves few, drooping; petioles 22-43 cm, glabrous; blade green, glabrous on both surfaces, ovate, 10-17 x 10-15 cm, apex shortly acuminate, base asymmetric, sinus 3-4.5 cm deep, margin undulate, with short serrate teeth, primary veins 7-9, palmate. Inflorescence axillary, an erect dichasium in which the primary peduncle branches vary from 0.1 to 5 cm so that the inflorescence is either umbellate or cymose in appearance, flowers fragrant, 1-10; peduncles 8-11 cm in both male and female inflorescences; bracts deciduous, ovate to elliptic, ca. 1.1 x 0.2 cm, margin entire, both surfaces glabrous. Pedicels: those of male flowers 1-2 cm, those of female flowers 4-5 cm. Male flowers: bracteoles absent; perianth segments white, greenish white or pink, 4, outer 2 ovate, oblong or obovate, concave, thick, 4.5-15 x ca. 10 mm, apex blunt, inner 2 ovate-obovate, 3.4-17.5 x 7.5-8 mm, apex rounded; stamens 100+, arranged in a symmetrical domeshaped mass, filaments 1.75-2.5 mm, free to base, attached to a raised receptacle, anthers linear, 1.75-2.75 mm, dehiscing via vertical slits along side of anther, connective projecting 0.5 mm, apex rounded. Female flowers: bracteoles absent, perianth segments white or pink, 4, oblong to obovate, apex rounded, outer 2 slightly longer; ovary ovoid to ellipsoidal, ca. 1 x 1 cm, circular in cross section, 4-locular, placentation axillary, placentae bifid, rhomboidal in cross section, ca. 4 x 4 mm, bearing ovules on both surfaces of branches; styles deciduous, 4, very broad, base 0.5 cm across, 0.8-1.2 cm long, fused just below half way, and then bifid, band of stigmatic papillae twice spirally twisted. Infructescences 1-2-fruited; fruiting pedicels ca. 3.5 cm; fruit indehiscent, usually cork-like in texture or rarely leathery (in sicco), ovoid to ellipsoidal, 2.3 x 1.5 cm, walls ca. 2.5 mm thick, lacking ridges or wings.
Northeastern India, Burma, and northern Thailand. We report it as new to Burma and Thailand. Wallich proposed the invalidly published name "Begonia gigantea" for this species based on the collection "Wallich 3677B" (Wallich, 1831) . A B. silletensis subsp. silletensis foliis majoribus (ad 27 x 27 cm); fructus globosus interdum carinatus.
Dioecious, perennial herbs, 20-50 cm tall. Stems prostrate, 1.5-4.0 cm diam., cortex red as seen in cross section, internodes 2-3 cm, with sparse short hairs. Stipules persistent, reddish, not keeled, asymmetrically triangular-lanceolate, 2-2.5 cm long, dorsal surfaces with short hairs. Petioles green with white lenticels, red at base, 30-55 cm long, with short white hairs throughout; blades shiny green, leathery, glabrous above, paler green, hairy beneath, broadly ovate, 14-27 x 20-27 cm, apex acute, base cordate, slightly asymmetric, sinus 4.5-11 cm deep, leaf bases overlapping, margin undulate, with short serrate teeth, primary veins 8, palmate. Inflorescence axillary, an erect dichasium in which the primary peduncle branches are reduced to 1-3 mm long so that the inflorescence appears umbellate, flowers fragrant, ca. 15; peduncles: those of male inflorescence 10-15 cm long, with short white hairs, those of female inflorescence ca. 17 cm long, with short white hairs; bracts deciduous, narrowly to broadly ovate, 0.8-2 X 0.2-1.2 cm, both 
